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INVADING EUROPE:
LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS

BY PASTOR DOUG BROWN

Over the centuries, Europe has been invaded by the Vikings, the
Muslims, and the Mongolians among others. Successive incursions by
each people group impacted the continent and the socio-economic ethos
of the peoples inhabiting this land mass. The Mongolians introduced
paper and gunpowder while the Islamic world brought contributions in
math and science. However, the influence of one learned Jewish rabbi
made more impact on the future of European civilization than any number
of invading hordes. For Paul carried with him the Good News of a Jewish
Messiah whose message would shake the continent and alter its spiritual
landscape for millennia.

This invasion of Europe began with a vision recorded in Acts 16:9-10 of a
man in Macedonia appealing for Paul to come to Europe. The initial foray
of Paul and his team was into the Roman Colony of Philippi, named for
the father of Alexander the Great. Located on the Via Egnatia, one of the
major Roman roads of the time, Philippi was an excellent location in
terms of spreading the Gospel via travelers passing through. When Paul
himself left Philippi, he took this road further west. However, Paul only
continued his travels after planting a church and raising up leaders while
meeting stiff resistance, resulting in his imprisonment and earthquake-
induced release.

On Sunday, June 11th we will launch our summer series in the Letter to
the Philippians. This winsome letter includes a note of thanksgiving.
Paul's various thanksgivings reveal some generally consistent patterns:

First, they are always directed toward God on behalf of the people who
are receiving the letter.

Second, the thanksgiving occurs whenever his thoughts are focused on
them in prayer (every time I remember you).

Third, for Paul prayer and thanksgiving blend; his thanksgiving for them
always takes place in the context of his regular habit of praying for them
(in all my prayers . . . always).

What is different with the letter to the Philippians and in contrast to his
other letters, is the mention of making his prayer and thanksgiving with
joy. Joy lies at the heart of the Christian experience of the Gospel — it is
the fruit of the Spirit in any truly Christian life, serving as a primary
evidence of the Spirit's presence (Rom 14:17; Gal 5:22). Precisely
because this is so, joy transcends present circumstances. It is with this
understanding our series in Philippians is entitled “True Joy”.
Please join me in this summer journey through the Letter to the
Philippians!

Mission Statement
Helping people discover Jesus
and become His fully devoted followers.
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Pastor Doug Brown is part of a rich Christian legacy. Three generations of Browns (spanning
over 90 years of ministry) have faithfully served in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Pastor
Doug's grandparents, Louis and Suzie Brown, and parents, Wes and Janey Brown, served as
American Baptist Missionaries. For the past eight years Pastor Doug and his wife, Sue, served
at an international church in East Africa. Three generations of Browns have shared the Gospel
and brought countless people into the Kingdom in both West and East Africa.

Python for dinner
Growing up in the Congo during his formative years (ages two to 15), Pastor Doug had some
unique childhood experiences. On one particular day, he was pet sitting with his siblings. The
two pets were his aunt's peacocks. The kids decided to put them in the chicken coop for safe

keeping. After placing them, the family went off for a swim in the local river and upon returning heard a
loud noise from the direction of the coop. Alas, to their dismay, they discovered a python snake had
devoured the male peacock. Pastor Doug's dad ended the matter by killing the python with an ax. The
python was served as the main course for dinner that night.  "The python tasted like . . . NOT very
good chicken!" Pastor Doug shared.

Living in the Congo
Born in Hollywood, CA., Pastor Doug was raised by his parents with two older brothers and a younger
sister. In preparation for the Congo, the family moved to Belgium from 1957-1959 where they learned
French — the legal business language of the Congo. Pastor Doug was nine months old when they
arrived. From 1959-1972, the Browns (Pastor Doug's dad, Wes, and his mother, Janey) served as
missionaries in the Congo. They spent over a decade in the Congo, loving the people and their
ministry.

Moving to Israel
When Pastor Wes' health declined due to severe allergies, they decided to continue ministry in Israel. In 1973, the
Brown family arrived in Jerusalem, two weeks before the Yom Kippur War. In Israel, Pastor Wes initiated a program,
enabling pastors to follow a course of study in Israel during their sabbaticals. In Israel, the Browns learned Hebrew and
Arabic. Pastor Doug spent his final two years of high school at American International School near Tel Aviv, graduating
in 1975.

Back in the USA
Most of Pastor Doug's collegiate years were spent in the U.S. Following two years at Azusa Pacific University (APU), he
spent one year at Hebrew University (HU) in Israel. In 1979, he graduated with a B.A. from Gordon College (a Christian
college) in Boston. Graduate studies (i.e. "Second temple period background to the New Testament--400 BC-70 AD)
followed at HU. In 1984, he earned a Master's Degree from Fuller Seminary.

Teaching and pastoring
Pastor Doug served as the Academic Dean of Emmanuel House Study Center, a Bible college in Israel. During most of
the 1990s, he taught Biblical study courses as part of the Dept. of Religion and Philosophy at APU. He also assumed the
pastorate of two churches in Southern California for 14 years which were active in church planting and missions. At the
last church, he responded to the call to serve as pastor at an international church in Nairobi, Kenya. The Browns served
for eight years where he launched a leadership training program which now functions in two African nations. He also
initiated a microfinance/business training program which served as a means of alleviating poverty. This was all in
addition to assuming his pastoral duties. By the time the Browns left the international church, it had grown from 200 to
800.

Sue’s first missions experience abroad
Pastor Doug has been married to his lovely wife, Sue, for 20 years.  "We enjoy serving Christ through His church,” he
affirmed. “Sue's flexibility and adaptability to living in Kenya, which was her first missions experience abroad, was pretty
amazing.”

Upon returning to Southern California in 2016, Pastor Doug served with ABCOFLASH (American Baptist Churches of
Los Angeles, Southwest, and Hawaii) before accepting the call to be senior pastor of GVBC. Dr. Rev. Sam Chetti,
Director of ABCOFLASH, was instrumental in the process along with the very dedicated and hardworking GVBC
Pastoral Search Committee (PSC) headed by Paul Hirano, O.D., with members, Richard Imatomi, T.J. Yee,

A Rich Christian Legacy
Profile of  Pastor Doug Brown
By Kathy Aiso
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age." —
Matthew 28:19,20 (NAS)
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Profile of Pastor Doug Brown Continued

Amy Kushigemachi, Eltheia Shiozaki, Minako Fujimoto,
and Jim Kawashima, our Board Moderator.

Pastor Doug begins ministry at GVBC
The PSC and GVBC Board of Deacons found Pastor
Doug highly capable in many capacities, including the five
emphasized areas of ministry GVBC sought in a senior
pastor: a nurturing shepherd; spiritual growth of our
congregation; preaching the Word; leadership
development of staff and lay leaders; and ministry beyond
our walls. After presenting his candidacy to the
congregation, a Special Business Meeting was held on
April 30 where voting members voted for Pastor Doug to
become our senior pastor. On May 1, 2017 he began his
ministry at GVBC.

Enjoying family
Outside of ministry, Pastor Doug enjoys time with Sue
and their brood which includes four married children and

2)

Well, summertime is already around the corner!

On May 19th, we had a nice crowd of over 70 people come and visit us
for dinner at St John’s Lutheran Church in Gardena. We served our tasty
hamburger/cream of mushroom mix over rice, green salad, fresh
zucchini, garlic, bread, cookies and punch.

The Robinette’s provided bottled water and granola bars for all. Pastor
James Choung delivered a wonderful devotional on forgiveness and
money from Matthew 18:21-35. I received a huge zucchini from my dad,
who grew it in his garden (see picture top right), which we used for the
veggie dish. I had asked him to grow one for me about a month ago.
Reminded me of the fish and bread which fed thousands as we were
able to chop it up and make a veggie dish out of that one zucchini.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
By Gerald Mayewaki

their spouses and seven grandchildren (with number
eight on the way). The children include Shawn, Matt,
Atara (a Hebrew name), and Kelsey. At one time on
Thursdays, Pastor Doug and Sue babysat five
grandchildren, all under the age of three. In addition to
spending time with the grandchildren and family, he
enjoys reading, running, and watching films in his free
time.

GVBC IS GREAT!
When asked about GVBC, Pastor Doug beamed, "I think
GVBC is great!  I appreciated the warm welcome which
Sue and I received."

GVBC is poised for a tremendous future. Pastor Doug's
sermons have already blessed GVBCers. Under his
leadership, GVBC looks forward to improving and
expanding ministry within (i.e., areas such as leadership
training) and outside its walls (i.e., continuing to be
proactive in the community and the world with missions).
A heartwarm welcome to Pastor Doug and Sue!
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but helpful. A smile goes a long way.
Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord in
an international setting; a clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be accompanied
by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email before departure after
registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail,

cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation to Mexico and some meals
during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions
Committee.
First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed prior to each trip); and to
speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for helpful tips.
For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and information available on the Narthex
Counter.

2017 GVBC JAPAN TEAM
Our fifth Japan Mission Team will be going from July 5 to 19 to encourage
and support our brothers and sisters in Christ. The team members are
[pictured from L] Tommy Park, Violet Dresser, Erik Uratsu, Tommy Morse,
Reed Sata, Chris Ishimatsu, and Marsha Yoshiba. When they arrive in
Tokyo, they will meet with GVBC friends to encourage them and remind
them the GVBC family has not forgotten them. They will remind them they
are not alone; they are loved and cared for as part of the global Church
Body.

In Tohoku region of Japan they will continue our partnership with Oasis
Chapel. Rev. Makito Matsuda and the Oasis Chapel members are focusing
on reaching out to their community. They have made renovations to Camp Morigo, including the chapel, Shalom House
(housing facilities), and a new café called Oishi-an — a play on words meaning “Tasty Food Shop.” But the real meaning
is found in the Japanese kanji characters. The first two kanji mean “Living Stone” from 1 Peter 2:4-5. They desire that this
café will be a retreat from the busyness of life where people can encounter Jesus, the Living Stone.

Six years have passed since the earthquake and tsunami hit Japan in 2011. There is still much work to do. Many people
are still in temporary housing and many are struggling with deep emotional pain. The region of Tohoku where Oasis
Chapel is located was the hardest hit. The youth are especially traumatized with a much higher-than-average school
dropout rate. Often the people have undiagnosed depression and suicide for both youth and adults. They need our
support and prayers!

The Japan Team is truly grateful for all your encouragement, support, and most of all prayers. See their letter in the
Narthex. On the back there is a prayer calender to help guide specific prayers. You can also follow them on their blog at
gvbcrifu.wordpress.com or Facebook at www.facebook.com/gvbc/rifu.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADE SEPAL, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
A miracle is taking place in a shanty town church (favela is Portuguese for slum)!  Ken
describes a favela as a dangerous low-class area, yet, this church — located in its midst —
is sending a single missionary to Spain. Ken wrote, “For this blue-collar church, that is a lot.”
Monthly financial support of $1,500 (in American dollars) will be required to support the
missionary, Polyana. Polyana plans to enter long-term missionary work. She is the daughter
of Pastor Marcos and his wife, Ana, who left their middle-class neighborhood 27 years ago
to live and plant a church in this favela. Ken reported, “Polyana is a bright young woman,
having graduated from the best university in Rio de Janeiro.”

How does Ken know Pastor Marcos & Ana and Polyana?  He trained them for the mission field. After teaching 18
persons (12 pastors and six wives) for 12 hours, Ken was invited by Pastor Josue', Pastor Marcos, and two others from
Rio de Janeiro to fellowship. The primary reason was to thank him for investing in their lives. They started sharing at
10:00 p.m. and had a joyous time of fellowship into the wee hours of the morning — until 1:15 a.m.!  In the Kudos' May
prayer letter, a color photo featuring Pastor Marcos & Ana and Polyana are featured along with Ken and Pastor Josue at
their side. "What a fellowship!  What a JOY DIVINE!  Thank you for praying and steadfastly supporting us,” wrote Ken
and Diane.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONE
Phyllis Miller and family in the passing of her daughter-in-law, Sandy Miller (her son Larry’s wife), who passed away on
Monday, June 5 in Fresno.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Chad & Jennifer Hunt who were married on Saturday, June 3 at GVBC. Pastor Annette Kakimoto
officiated.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC, Thank you on behalf of Girl Scout Daisy Troop 6985 for allowing us a safe and accessible place to meet
each month. Thank you! Girl Scout Troop 6985 and Stephanie Robinette

FINANCIAL REPORT

$110,000
$115,000
$120,000
$125,000
$130,000
$135,000
$140,000
$145,000
$150,000

General Fund - April

Income
received
Expenses

$350,000

$400,000

$450,000

$500,000

$550,000

General Fund - Jan-Apr 2017

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$900,000
$950,000

$1,000,000
$1,050,000
$1,100,000
$1,150,000
$1,200,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru April 2017

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given

in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Amy Kato Fumiko Kitagawa

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved
ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
WOMEN’S BRUNCH
Saturday, June 17,10:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m., Community Hall,
cost is $5.00 per person. Our speaker Edna Uratsu will do a
devotion on “The Joy of My Salvation . . . where is it?" Isaiah
12:2-3a.

Register in the Courtyard after 1st service or the Community
Hall after 2nd service.
FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 18

GUEST RELATIONS TRAINING
Saturday, June 24, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Are you looking for a
special way to serve the body at GVBC?  Are you concerned for
the safety of those who attend GVBC?  Do you have a heart for
people?  If you answered yes, we may have a ministry
opportunity for you. GVBC's Guest Relations (GR) ministry is
looking for applicants who want to glorify God by helping keep
the GVBC campus a safe place. You may have seen us at the
Harvest Festival, Vacation Bible School or at Sunday morning
services. You'll hear how GR is structured and the many different
roles involved with the GR ministry. Come on out to see if this is
where the Lord is calling you to serve. Light breakfast will be
served. If you have questions or wish to RSVP, please contact
James Hirano via the office or email him at
james.hirano1@gmail.com."

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 2nd OF JULY HOT DOG SOCIAL
Sunday, July 2 after both services. Join us in the Community
Hall on July 2 as we fellowship over grilled hot dogs, shaved
ice and other summertime goodies. Please note on your
Connection Form or call the church office if you can help out
(set-up, clean-up, grill, assemble and wrap hot dogs, etc.).

Office Closed
Tuesday, July 4 Independence Day Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, July 10 to Friday, July 14. Finished Pre-school
through 5th Grade Volunteers needed! [See article on page 7]

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, July 23 to Friday, July 28, Oak Glen. Contact Layne
Wakuta, Youth Director, ext. 682 or layne@gvbc.net.

18TH ANNUAL GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 18, Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey, 12:00
p.m. shotgun start. Early Bird fee is $150 by Friday, July 21
After July 21 $175

We would be very thankful for any support such as:
a) Corporate sponsorships
b) Tee sign sponsors. Tee sponsor forms are on the Narthex

counter next to the brochures.
c) Raffle gift donations such as gift certificates, golf

equipment/accessories, tickets to sporting events, etc.
d) Merchandise, small appliances, gift baskets, etc.
e) Golfers

Our Annual Golf Tournament supports our seminarians with
tuition expenses and GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry, feeding
the disadvantaged and homeless [see article on page 3]. For
more information and to register, pick up a brochure on the
Narthex counter.
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SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, August 14, 6:00 — 8:15 p.m. Community Hall.
Hosted by the GVBC Evangelism Ministry. This outreach is
about inviting our unchurched friends and those whom you've
been praying for to a fun summer event for all ages. We want
them to discover Jesus and His love through our friendship,
music and hula program, ministry exhibits and activities. Pray
for the friends, neighbors and family you like to invite and
invite them. Consider helping with this church-wide outreach.
From greeting, having a hobby or ministry exhibit, serving ice
cream, being on the friendship relations team, helping
children with games and crafts to performing hula or playing
ukulele, you can show and share God's love with our invited
guests and community. More to come on flyers and volunteer
signups. Contact Cindy at cindy@gvbc.net.

PROMOTION SUNDAY
August 27

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors
 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:

Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes
motorcoach transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the
show, gratuity for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion
in Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dinning
with the excitement of professional music production of
“Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is
due November 5. No refunds after final payment is
made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office.
Make checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject
line.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 21 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 18.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672,
wendy@gvbc.net.

HOLY LAND & GERMANY TOUR
Pastor Steve Langley & Rev. Sam Tonomura will be leading a ten-day
tour of Germany & the Holy Land through JEMS from:
 Monday, October 8 to Sunday, October 21.
 Full tour is $4,995 per person.
 Most lunches & dinners included.
If you want to go to just Germany, it’s from:
 Monday, October 8 to Friday, October 12.
If you want to go to just the Holy Land it is from:
 Monday, October 12 to Sunday, October 21
 Price is $3,650.
Download a registration form from the JEMS website at www.JEMS.org
or call (213) 613-0022 for a form to be mailed to you. Complete the
registration form online or return to JEMS, 948 E. Second Street, Los
Angeles, CA 90012 along with a $500 per person deposit, attention Rev.
Sam Tonomura.

NOT SURE ABOUT A TOUR?
By Rev. Sam Tonomura
JEMS Special Event & Tour Coordinator
JEMS is providing an informational
seminar to introduce, inform, inspire and
answer any questions on the 2017 Fall
Tour of the Holy Land and 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation:

Date: Sat. June 24th
Location: GVBC Room 201
Time: 10:30 a.m. — noon

Everyone interested is welcome. Please
sign up with Rev. Sam at
samt@JEMS.org. No obligation.

Sincerely,
Rev. Sam Tonomura

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS is from Monday, July 10 to Friday, July 14.

Our VBS theme this year is “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God.”

Our all-volunteer meeting will be held on Sunday, June 11.

VBS set-up will be on Sunday, July 9.

DEALDINE to sign up to volunteer is Sunday, June 18.

There are so many ways to be involved from donating supplies for crafts to contributing
snacks for the hard-working staff to teaching or helping in a classroom or being a mighty
prayer warrior. We especially need teachers and helpers in the classroom.

Pick up a volunteer form from the Narthex information counter. Return it to the VBS box on
the counter or the church office or registration table in the Courtyard after the worship
services.

For questions and more information, contact Marcy Cottrell at mfcottrell@earthlink.net.

Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration to help.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Sermon Series: True Joy

SUNDAY, JUNE 11
Pastor Doug Brown
Creating Spiritual Synergy, Philippians 1:1-11

SUNDAY, JUNE 18/FATHER’S DAY
Both services in the Community Hall
Pastor Doug Brown
Phil. 1:12-30

SUNDAY, JUNE 25
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Philippians 2:1-11

SUNDAY, JULY 2/COMMUNION
Bilingual Service
Both services in the Community Hall

SUNDAY, JULY 9
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Philippians 2:12-18

Sunday, June 18


